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Acting as a judge

Makoto Shimotao

Hello, everyone. My name is Makoto Shimotao.
I've been requested to give some ‘general’
comments on your presentations. In doing so,
first I'd like to review how you've handled your
subjects. Then I'd like to give a piece of advice
on how you can modulate your speech to make
it more effective.

It is safe to say that we can roughly divide the
subjects introduced today into two types: those
based on personal experiences and those dealing
with social issues.

I've found the presentations belonging to the
former category to be persuasive and
informative because they are based on things
that actually happened in life. Speakers dealing
with topics of this genre can take a flexible
approach to arranging paragraphs. Many of you
have successfully brought about a dramatic
effect on your speeches by ‘having a good hook’
with a story, joke or surprising fact while
stating the purposes of your presentations at the
beginning.

Some speakers today have covered social

for the Shibazaki Trophy

issues such as dementia, Al and monster
children. In dealing with such topics, first and
foremost, you need to clarify your stance on the
subject you have chosen. It is also crucial to
support your opinion with reliable sources. Most
of the speakers representing this group have
provided telling examples backed by the latest
data to assist their causal explanations. Well
done, everyone.

When you attempt to make an effective oral
presentation, it is necessary to modulate your
speech depending on your needs. Unless you do
so, your address often tends to be monotonous
however well-composed it is. To avoid that and
to make your speech well-focused, I strongly
advise you use the following techniques:
stressing, stretching and pausing.

Let me give you an example. Here’s a model
sentence: He has a lot of experience in sales.
How do you emphasize [ # 7% & ] in this
sentence? There are three possible ways. You
can put stress on the word lot’ or stretch the
same word. Another way is that you can pause

n
~

Ay Yiipet

SRREEREH O DM B B B

a little after saying ‘He has.” Your speech will be
all the more clear-cut if you put stress on Tot’
that comes after the pause. I hope you will make
effective use of these techniques to convey your
message to the audience.

Today I am fortunate to be part of this time-
honored oratorical contest. I am very impressed
by your dedication to your tasks. I am sure
every audience member in this hall has been
satisfied with your verbal performances because
all of them were so informative and thought-
provoking. I wish you all the best of luck. Keep
up the good work! Thank you.
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