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LMayor’s Message

During the Obon holidays, I took a trip to
Portland, Oregon. The trip was much different
from my previous ones to the USA. What I
aimed for this time was finding a slow, high-
quality lifestyle enjoyed by the locals, rather
than seeing eye-catching landmarks in the city.

The first destination I headed for was Powell’s,
one of the biggest independent bookstores in the
world. The moment I entered the bookstore, I
was overwhelmed by the huge space for
housing over a million titles. As the purpose of
my visit was to locate English medieval
literature and dog history books, I asked a clerk
for the designated sections. Both sections were
extremely well-stocked with the related titles,
many of which I'd never seen in Japanese
bookstores. I purchased two books, A Dog’s
History of America and The Lost History of the
Canine Race.

Fully satisfied and a little tired, I took a
breather at the in-store café, where I found

myself among dozens of book lovers who came
to visit Powell's not only from the city but from
across the US as well. They are the kind of
people who love to leisurely spend good quality
time reading books of their choice over a cup of
locally produced, rich flavored coffee. I spent
some peaceful time with them, flipping through
some pages of the books I purchased in the
bookstore.

My stay in Portland was rather short, but I
was fortunate to meet a rich variety of people
while I was there, such as rose breeders, leather
craftsmen, brewers and organic farmers. They
all were one of a kind people doing their jobs in
pursuit of excellence and originality, who
happily lived in Portland because they know
there's a strong community of the locals who
support their businesses. Inspired by such anti-
mass production trends that favor locally
sourced products, a large number of people have
reportedly been moving to Portland in recent

T An Oregon Report — In Search of Quality and Originality

Makoto Shimotao
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years. They all share the common objective of
regaining a deep appreciation of life that has
been much obliterated by the hustle and bustle

of many other cities. No wonder Portland tops
the list of cities Americans would like to live in.
I hope I can revisit the city with my family in
the very near future.
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